Freestyle Philately — Show Report ROYAL*2026*ROYALE by Jean Wang

Freestyle Philately (“Philatélie style libre” in French) is a new initiative by the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada
(RPSC), intended to encourage collectors of all stripes to share stories from their collections. It launched in June at
ROYAL*2026*ROYALE, the 98"™ Convention and Exhibition of the RPSC, hosted by the Kitchener-Waterloo
Philatelic Society.

The Freestyle Philately logo, designed by Brittany Beaton, features a beaver on a stamp-shaped magic carpet. The
smiling beaver, unofficially named “Timber”, was selected as an age- and gender-neutral icon of Canadian philately
and a symbol of the joy that can be had in this wonderful hobby through sharing stories.

The Freestyle Philately format allows collectors to display items on a single page up to the equivalent of eight letter-
sized pages. There are no formatting rules and there is no judging. The only requirement is to insert each page into
a clear plastic sleeve for protection. At the ROYAL, submitted displays were mounted in standard exhibition frames
for public viewing during the show, and time was set aside on Sunday for mingling at the frames.

A number of stamp clubs in Canada already do something similar, inviting members to submit one-pagers or other
“mini-exhibit” formats at club meetings and/or local/regional shows, either non-competitively or for judging.
Freestyle Philately now provides an accessible entry point for collectors to submit material to a National-level show
without the formalities of competitive exhibiting and judging.

The registration process for Freestyle Philately at the ROYAL was straightforward: aside from demographic
information, collectors only had to indicate a title and the number and size of pages in their display, so that the
exhibition committee could plan the frame layout. As each of the Freestyle frames contained a mix of pages from
many collectors, a map was provided at the top left of each frame to identify the names and titles of the displays in
that frame.

The committee received the equivalent of 120 letter-sized pages, filling 8 frames (including a map page in each
frame) (Figure 1-2). In all, 21 collectors submitted a total of 47 displays that ranged in size from a single page up
to eight pages. The topics included stamps on a variety of subjects and from a variety of countries, hand-drawn
cachets on covers, stories of local post offices, social philately stories, and tiny covers, to name just a few.

Many of the submissions were from seasoned competitive exhibitors, but several were from collectors who have
never exhibited competitively and may have no intention of ever doing so. One collector who submitted two eight-
page displays is using the Freestyle format as a stepping stone to putting together his first competitive exhibit. All
of the participants in this inaugural Freestyle event received a limited-edition commemorative cover with the show
information and postmarked with one of the show cancels (Figure 3).

From all reports, the Freestyle displays were popular and drew viewers throughout the three days of the show.
Stickers featuring the beaver logo and handstamps in both English and French, generously provided by the RPSC
Philatelic Research Foundation, were available at the Youth Table (Figure 4) and will be provided to future National
shows.

Freestyle Philately had a successful debut at the ROYAL in 2026 and the RPSC plans to incorporate this format into
all future ROYAL conventions. It is hoped that other National shows in Canada will also provide space for Freestyle
frames — FQP Regional (BNAPEX), hosted by the Socité d’histoire postale du Québec(SHPQ), Quebec in
September has added Freestyle registration to its website ( https://philatelie.qc.ca/fqp-regional-exhibition ),
CANPEX and ORAPEX, to be held in Ottawa in May 2027, is planning to host Freestyle frames as well.

No matter what you collect and how you collect, there are an infinite number of stories to discover within the pages
of our collections — take this opportunity to share something from yours.
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